The danger of a single story (2009) – Worksheet

A - Pre-reading
1. What do you think is meant by the expression “a single story?”

2. How can a single story be dangerous?








B – Comprehension – read pages 1-6 (the danger of a single story) 
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
1. Complete the list of Adichie’s examples of “single stories” – she mentions more than four. Make sure you also note what was wrong in each of these stories.
	Example of a single story
	What is wrong?

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	

	


	




2. What do you think Adichie means by saying “In fact I did not know what African authenticity was?” (page 3). 



3. What is the general problem of “singles stories” according to Adichie? (page 3-4)




4. How are single stories created and carried on? (page 3)





5. What are the negative stereotypes about Africa and Nigeria? (page 3-4)





6. Which positive stories about Nigeria does Adichie mention?





7. What impression of Adichie do you get from her lecture?

