Raymond Carver – Neighbors (1976)


Understanding
For each answer find at least one quotation in the text! Consult your ‘analyseark’ for inspiration.

1. Where and when does the story take place?



2. Who are the main characters?




3. What social background do they have?




4. What is the relationship between the two neighbouring couples?




5. Why are Bill and Arlene so eager to enter the Stones’ apartment?



6. Look closely at the opening paragraph. What does the author tell you about the Millers?

















Analysis
7. Which adjectives characterize Bill and Arlene? Focus on similarities and differences. Place the adjectives in the table below. Place the shared adjectives in the grey area.

	Bill:










	Shared:
	Arlene:




8. Describe the opening paragraphs, including the goodbye scene. What is revealed about the relationship between the couples? 




9. What happens in the Stones’ flat and in the Millers’ life together after they start going there? Why? Find two episodes to dig into.





10. How is the relationship between Bill and Arlene? How does it develop? Why?






11. Consider how their voyeuristic behaviour affects their own relationship.





12. Comment on the ending.





13. Comment on the writing style. Use the terms minimalism and dirty realism. Find examples in the text.

