Worksheet - Johanna Crane - Becoming Institutionalized: Incarceration and “Slow Death” (2019) 

1. Read the article in full (pages 4-7) 

2. What is the rhetorical situation?
	Topic/subject: What is the text about?
-What is the main subject? How is the topic framed or approached? What aspects are emphasized or minimized?
	

	Sender/writer/speaker: Who created the text? 
-What do we know about the sender’s background, status, views, qualifications etc.? Is the background reflected in the style and/or content?) 
	

	-Receiver/audience/reader: Who is the intended to read the text? 
-Who would be likely to be the receivers of the communication (age, education level, nationality, cultural background, prior knowledge of the topic)
	

	-Context/circumstance: Under what circumstances was the text created?
-could be influenced by place, time, situation, culture) and for what occasion was the text written?
	



3. What is the article arguing? 
	
	Claim
	Find it in the text 

	-What is the claim(s) (påstand)? What is the evidence (belæg) (ways of proving the claim is true)? 
-Do the arguments (argumenter) hold water? Why/why not?
	
	

	
	





	

	
	





	


4. How is institutionalization described by former prisoners and how does it effect people in prison and after release? (p. 6). 
5. Modes of appeal (How does the writer try to convince the reader? find examples of modes of appeal in the text):
	Type of appeal
	Example from the text
	The effect (strong/weak?)

	Logos (appeal to reason) by using facts, figures, statistics, surveys, logical arguments etc.
-Key elements: theoretical language, historical comparisons, definitions, factual data, statistics, and surveys. 
	
	

	Pathos (appeal to our emotions), e.g., scare us, make us angry, stir our compassion etc.
-Key elements: emotional language, colourful descriptions, personal stories, and figurative language.
	
	

	-Ethos (appeal to our trust) by building our confidence in her/him. 
-A sender’s ethos can be based on a person’s background, job, experience, merits, and education. 
-Key elements: a special interest in and authority on the subject, expert, correct grammar, suitable vocabulary, and balanced presentation.
	
	




6. Decide on the intention (why has the text been written?)
To inform? To persuade? To entertain? To discuss? To provoke? Something else?

Your answer and explanation:
_____________________________________________________________________


7. Message
What is the message? Are we meant to learn something from the text? Do you suspect any hidden agendas or motives?

Your answer and explanation: _____________________________________________________________________

