Worksheet - Victor Hassine – The Beast (2005)

	About the author:
Victor Hassine (June 20, 1955–2008) was an Egyptian-born author and convicted murderer who served 27 years of a life sentence without parole in Pennsylvania state prisons following his 1981 conviction for first-degree murder, multiple attempted murders, and related offenses stemming from a shooting incident. While incarcerated, he produced influential writings on the realities of long-term imprisonment and essays that critiqued aspects of the U.S. penal system from an insider's perspective. Hassine died by suicide in prison in 2008. 



1. Read the short story The Beast (pages 8-11)
While-reading, make a list og at least 8 words, that you look up in a dictionary and translate into English (words that you do not already know). You may use https://www.ordbogen.com/en/
	Your chosen word from the text
	Translated into Danish 

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	

	6.
	

	7.
	

	8.
	



2. Setting - Where and when do the events take place? How does the setting affect the characters and plot? Use the PEE-model
What to look for:
	· Time period (historical era, season, time of day)
· Location (country, urban/rural, specific places)
· Social environment (cultural norms, social class)



	P(oint)
	E(xample from text)
	E(xplain)

	





	
	



3. Maske a characterization of Buck (Slim) using the PEE-model
What to look for: 
	· External characteristics/traits: appearance, age, background, speech patterns, actions.
· Internal characteristics/traits: personality, values, desires, fears.
· How are these traits revealed? (dialogue, thoughts, actions, or descriptions).




	P(oint)
	E(xample(s)) from the text
	E(xplain)

	



	
	



a. Does his character develop? (change)? If so, what causes the change?

b. Are there any other characters in the story? Who? And what can we say about them in terms of character types?

What to look for: 
	· Round characters: Complex, multi-dimensional, like real people.
· Flat characters: Simple, one-dimensional, defined by few characteristics.
· Dynamic characters: Change significantly during the story.
· Static characters: Remain essentially the same.



	Character
	charactertype

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



4. Comment on the language (literary devices)
Find examples of the use of literary devices (start by explaining what the Beast is a symbol of and find other examples)

What to look for:
	· Similes: comparisons using an image and words like as or like. E.g., she is like a rose.
· Imagery: Language that appeals to the senses. E.g. The rusty, squeaking swing set shuddered in the bitter wind.
· Personification: the attribution of a human characteristics to something non-human. E.g. the rose smiled. 
· Symbols (objects or actions representing abstract ideas)



	Type of literary device
	Example (from the text)
	Explain

	Symbol

	The Beast
	The beast is a symbol of….. 

	


	
	

	


	
	


5. Message (budskab) – is there a message? 

*Extra tasks: Comment on the ending, Write a summary of 15o words.
