The American Dream Deferred – History and Poetry

Part 1: Read the front page of the compendium
· What does Obama write about the American Dream?



Part 2: Read about The American Dream and American History (pp. 6-8) and write a few notes to the following:
	1 -The American Dream:
	



	2 -1607and 1619:
	



	3 -The Declaration of Independence:
	



	4 -The Civil War:
	



	5 -Reconstruction:
	



	6 -Jim Crow:
	



	7 -The Great Migration:
	



	8 -The Civil Rights Movement:
	



	9 - Obama and Black Lives Matter:
	





Part 3: Read the short text about Langston Hughes, The Harlem Renaissance and The Great Migration (p. 5).
Write one point about each of them.
1.________________________________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________________________________

3.________________________________________________________________________




Part 4a: Read the Poem ‘Harlem’ (p. 5)


Part 4b: Vocabulary in Context
Match each word from the poem with its definition:
1. deferred _____
2. fester _______
3. sore ________
4. sags ________

Definitions:
A) droops down heavily under weight
B) postponed or delayed
C) becomes infected and worsens
D) a painful wound or infected spot

Part 4c: Imagery Analysis

Hughes uses five different comparisons (similes) to describe what might happen to a deferred dream. For each one, complete the chart:

	Image from Poem
	What it looks/smells/feels like
	Positive or Negative?
	What this suggests about the dream

	“dry up like a raisin in the sun”
	


	
	


	“fester like a sore— 
And then run”
	


	
	

	”stink like rotten meat”
	



	
	

	“crust and sugar over— / like a syrupy sweet”
	

	
	

	“sags / like a heavy load”
	

	
	




Part 4c: Structure and Meaning
1. The poem asks six questions but provides no answers. Why do you think Hughes chose to write it this way?




2. Notice that the final line stands alone: “Or does it explode?” What effect does this create? Why might Hughes have separated this question from the others?

