Fences, Denzel Washington (2016)
While watching: 

Setting (When and where? Also, social environment and signs of historical context: e.g. Civil rights movement, The Great Migration? Racism?)
	












Characters: What are we shown in terms of age, looks, background, behaviour and personality?) How does the author create the characters and their personalities (dialogue, thoughts, accent, actions, descriptions, appearance, lifestyle choices? Note: it is called internal and external characteristics. 
· Do the characters develop? If so, how, and why?
· Are the characters
· Flat (two-dimensional) with only a few characteristics (like in fairy tales)?
· Round (complex) like real people?
	Troy
	Cory

	












	



Signs of the American Dream?
	







After watching: 
1. Describe the relationships between Troy and his sons
	





2. Comment on the language:
· What kind of English is used? (e. g. standard English?) Do you detect a dialect and/ or sociolect? (Meaning: is the language coloured by a certain region and or social class?)
	







3. How is this movie about the American Dream? 
a. discuss how factors like social status, race and access to school and money may influence one’s access to the ‘American Dream’


b. The American dream is achievable for the different characters in the play in this way: … 
	Troy

Cory

Rose





4. Is there a message or several messages? 
	





5. Discuss fatherhood and generation gap: 

· Troy is a good/bad father and cares about his sons, because…. 

· Cory is similar/not similar to Troy, because…. 

· The way your parents raise you does/does not affect the way you will raise your own children in the future…
