KEYWORDS/phrases – theme 1-6

1. Growing up


· Rite of passage
· Father-son relationship
· Becoming a man
· Dominance/balance of power
· Brutality of reality
· Innocence/experience
· Social inheritance 
· All bad characteristics are being handed down from generation to generation/ passed on to
· Personality traits
· A negative view on having children and the future society
· Mankind
· Parenthood
· Child rearing (the process of caring for children as they grow up, teaching them how to behave as members of society)
· Generation gap
· Adolescence

2. Our Technological lives

· Concentration (lack of)
· Lose the thread
· Deep reading
· Surfing and searching
· Information flow
· Capacity for concentration and contemplation
· Chipping away
· Immediacy
· Distraction
· Disengage
· Absorb
· Scattered attention
· Diffuse (our concentration)
· Influence
· Excessive (use)
· Addictive (nature)
· (to) pay attention
· Habit
· Mental health
· Take a toll
· Anxiety 
· Insomnia
· Relationship issues
· Digital devices
· Engineered (to)
· Interaction neediness
· Draw (someone in)
· Reduce
· Distracted
· Digital detox
· Digital addiction
· (to) hook a user
· Time-wasting
· Engaging
· Addictive
· Smartphone behavior
· Stress coping mechanisms
· Political polarization 
· Scrolling
· Social network
· News feed
· Online communities
· Relief mechanisms
· Internet bullying/cyberbullying
· Untraceable
· Emotional risk
· Alternate cyber- identity
· Unwanted
· Anonymous
· Internet attention
· Suicide
· Naked selfies
· Coerced
· Online grooming
· Expectation

3. Cultures, coexisting, mixing or clashing

· Cultural (culture) clash/ cultural co-existence/ cultural mixing
· Imperialism
· White dominance
· Identification (lack of)
· Broaden one’s outlook /widen one’s intellectual horizon
· Narrowmindedness
· Stereotyping
· Bias against other cultures/continents/countries
· Identity
· Western literature’s power to shape meaning/understanding of other people/cultures 
· Authenticity
· Immigration
· Show people as one thing 
· One-sided/narrowminded perspective
· One single story connection with power
· Power-structures of the world
· Definitive stories
· Disposes
· Representative
· Incomplete stories
· Representativity
· The single story creates stereotypes  a balance of stories is better.
· Equal humanity
· Stories can empower and humanize
· Dignity
· Belonging
· Religious vs antireligious
· Respect
· Judgmental
· Western civilization
· Influence
· Reproach
· Inferior/superior
· A single story about the indigenous people
· Narrowminded 
· Inequality
· Imperialism
· cultural diversity
· Misunderstandings
· Stubbornness
· Stereotyping
· Prejudice
· Skin color / race
· Mixed race 
· Food culture - spicy vs bland
· Family traditions 
· Lack of insight
· One-sided perspective
· Generation gap
· Domination
· Cultural appropriation
· 1st world vs 3rd world countries
· Exploitation
· Taboos
· Indigenous people
· Ignorance/arrogance
· Exploitation / abuse
· Immigrant
· Upholding a façade
· Superior
· Culture gap
· Lack of understanding
· White privilege
· Self-esteem
· Ethnically segregated.
· Racial slurs
· Ethnic minority group
· Tolerance
· Race/racism
· Rainbow nation
· Diversity
· Interracial marriages
· Multicultural
· Exposed
· Hidden/polite racism
· Discrimination
· Racially prejudiced
· Open-minded
· Versatility
· Complexion 
· Foreign origin

4. Relationships/minimalism
Ernest Hemingway biography and writing style 
· Sparse writing style
· Minimalistic
· Empty spaces (to mask real emotions of characters)
· Uses what is referred to as the iceberg-technique (beneath the surface- reading – the reader has to fill in the blanks to interpret the meaning)
· Short sentences
· Journalist
· Participated in World War 1
· Part of The Lost Generation
· Lived in Paris
· Straightforward prose
· Married and divorced (several times)
· Use of understatement
· Depressed and alcoholic – died by suicide
· Employ symbols as regards setting in his writing
The Lost Generation 
· Americans who moved abroad to work with their art (Hemingway one of them) during the 1920s
· […] The term Lost here refers to the lack of purpose or drive a generation of young people were left with after the atrocities of World War I. They felt a sense of disillusionment after having witnessed what humanity was able to do to each other, and what war did to young men. The Lost Generation no longer felt that the values they had inherited, like courage, patriotism, and masculinity, were relevant and a feeling of alienation arose in them. […] (page 5)
Cat in the Rain (1925) - Ernest Hemingway (short story)
3rd person narrator
Focus: language, relationship, setting

· Travelers
· Strangers
· Rainy weather
· Marriage (husband and wife)
· Lack of communication/understanding
· Talk at cross-purposes
· Longing for change


Hills Like White Elephants (1927) - Ernest Hemingway (short story) 3rd. pers. narrator 
Focus: language, setting, relationship

· Communication
· Travelers
· Relationship
· Talk at cross-purposes
· Procedure (abortion)
· Life-changing


  The Sea Change (1931) - Ernest Hemingway (short story)3rd pers. narrator
Focus: language, setting, relationship

· Relationship
· Communication
· Break up
· Infidelity 
· Bisexuality
· Alienated/estranged
· Identity
· Masculinity
· Trust
· Forgiveness

Raymond Carver biography 
· His Realistic writings about the working poor mirrored his own life
· […] chronicled the everyday lives and problems of the working poor in the Pacific Northwest. His blue- collar characters are crushed by broken marriages, financial problems, and failed careers, but they are often unable to understand or even articulate their own anguish. Carver’s stripped-down, minimalist prose style is remarkable for its honesty and power. […]
A few definitions of Dirty Realism
· A derivative of minimalism
· Narrative stripped down to its fundamental features 
· What characterize the style is an economy with words and a focus on surface description
· Unexceptional, unsensational style
· Avoid adverbs 
· Describes the belly-side of American life (trailer parks, roadside cafes, and small mid- western towns) 
· Irony
· Flat unsurprised language (plain)
· What is not being said might be the most important
· […] dirty realism, a critical label attached since the early 1980s to a group of American short‐story writers, of whom the best‐known are Raymond Carver, Jayne Anne Phillips, and Tobias Wolff. The term refers to a tendency for their stories to recount incidents of impoverished life among blue‐collar workers in small‐town America, in a bare, unsensational style […] 

Neighbors (1971) - Raymond Carver (short story)
3rd. pers. narrator 
Focus: language, relationships

· Relationship
· Neighbors
· Competition
· Compare
· Voyeurism
· Sexual gratification
· Obsession
· Comparison
· Observe
· Impatience
· Restlessness

Tell the Women We’re Going (1981) - Raymond Carver
3rd pers. narrator
Focus: language, relationship

· Friendship/relationship
· Misogyny
· Violence
· Competition

5. Inside four walls: prison fiction and reality in the U.S

· Institutionalization (to be or become institutionalized)
· Shank
· Incarceration (and mass incarceration/hyperincarceration)
· Recidivism
· Rehabilitation vs. punishment
· Deterrence
· Reintegrate
· Retribution
· Supervision
· The beast 
· Hierarchy and power in prison
· Intergenerational criminal
· Warden
· Prison staff (‘screw’ – slang)
· Imprisonment
· Juvenile
· Dispossessed
· Discarded
· Containment
· Mental health problems
· Correctional facility
· Hypervigilance
· Deterioration
· Reconviction
· Convicted (of)
· Charged (with)
· Serving time

	Typical characters in prison fiction (archetypes)

	The fixer (the one who can get it for you)

	The mentor (old timer, institutionalized)

	The corrupt warden

	The shower bandit

	The new fish (the brain)

	The cell-buddy (best friend)




6. The American Dream

· Prosperity
· Hard work
· Determination
· Equality of opportunity
· Aspiration 
· Goals 
· Achieve
· Evolve
· Liberty
· All men are created equal
· Justice
· Slavery/enslaved
· Essential
· Possession
· Identity
· Rights
· Abolish
· Emancipation
· Prohibition (of slavery)
· Reconstruct
· Limit the advancement (of black people)
· Separate but equal
· Segregation
· Race
· Political participation
· Protection (of the law)
· Population
· Harassment
· Authority
· Lynching
· Racial violence
· Freedom 
· Oppression
· Migrate
· The Great Migration
· Civil Rights Movement
· Discrimination
· Desegregate
· Nonviolent
· Structural racism
· Police brutality
· Systemic barriers
· Consequences
· Economic Inequality
· Consumerism – materialism
· Disenfranchised

Fences (play, 1985) - August Wilson + (movie 2016) Denzel Washington (written by August Wilson)
Focus: characters, relationships, setting, themes, message, title, figurative language

· Generation gap
· Race
· Friendship
· Growing up
· Child rearing
· Life lessons/experiences
· The African American experience in the 1950s (for men and women)
· American dream
· Opportunities 
· Aspirations
· Self-worth
· Pride
· Struggle 
· Inequality
· Everyday life
· Abuse
· ‘Color’ (race) barrier (in sports) 
· Mental health
· Responsibility
· Work ethics
· Respect
· Father-son relationship
· Infidelity
· Marriage
· Opportunity
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