Pixi about Style of writing
What to do if I am asked to analyse style of writing:

When you analyse the style of writing in your essay, you can comment on three main features: 
· words and phrases 
· language features 
· sentence forms
The list below includes some of the most significant features, but you can comment on any choice of language in the passage that you find relevant.

Words and phrases that stand out to you, for instance:
· words and phrases that suggest something important about a character or
· writer’s personality, background, feelings or attitude
· words and phrases that create a particular mood or set a specific tone
· words and phrases that are strikingly formal or informal
· word classes used for effect

Language features, for instance:
· imagery used for effect; metaphor, simile or personification
· repetition used for effect
· punctuation used for effect, for instance –, …, !, ? to convey a range of
· emotions
· sound devices used for effect, for instance onomatopoeia, assonance,
· alliteration

Sentence forms, for instance:
· fragments or short sentences used for effect
· longer, more complex sentences used for effect
· use of declarative, interrogative, imperative or exclamatory sentences for
· effect

Whenever you spot a choice of language that you think is interesting, ask:
· Why did the writer/speaker make this choice of language? 
· What is the effect of this choice?

Creating a table like the one below may help you get an overview. Use a dictionary to make sure you fully understand the words you want to comment on.
	The point you want to make 
	Quote
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Once you have looked closely at the passage, consider:
· How do the choices of language in this passage fit together with the text as a whole? 
· How do they contribute to your analysis and interpretation of the text?

