The Uneven U, from Eric Hayot’s Elements of Academic Style

Imagine a system or a continuum that, across five levels, divides one
major function of a piece of literary critical prose: its proximityto a
piece of evidence.’

Havot’s description My description Zoom
Level 5 | Abstract, general; orientated Very wide-shot, concluding

toward a solution or a sentences that say something bold Q

conclusion and general and link back to the

question or the thesis statement.

Level 4 | Less general; orientated toward | A wide-shot sentence that sets up a Q
a problem; pulls ideas together | problem/topic for investigation or a
point that you wish to prove.

Level 3 | Conceptual summary; draws A sentence that at ‘mid-zoom’ level,
together two or more pieces of | discussing a section of the text or a
evidence, or introduces a broad | couple of different pieces of

example evidence.

Level 2 | Description; plain or A sentence that either: (a) focuses on
interpretative summary; one piece of evidence in close detail,
establishing shot. analysing it and commenting on it; or

(b) introduces a piece of evidence by
pointing the reader directly towards
it.

Level 1 | Concrete; evidentiary; raw; Evidence. (Quotations from the text)
unmediated data or
mformation.
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