Gothic Fiction and Horror

The Victorian Gothic

By the Victorian era (1832-1901) Gothic was now entering its most creative phase. It was marked by quite important changes in the ways people thought and felt about the metaphysical and the preternatural (unaturlige), and also what they felt about such matters as madness, states of fear, extremes of suffering, cruelty, violence, crime, torture and murder.

As you are very well aware of by now, Gothic literature combines medieval romance and horror in attempt to thrill and terrify the reader. Possible features in a gothic novel are foreign monsters, ghosts, curses, hidden rooms and witchcraft. Victorian gothic tales usually take place in locations such as castles, monasteries, and cemeteries, although the gothic monsters sometimes cross over into the real world, making appearances in cities such as London and Paris (e.g., Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde).

The development of the urban as a particularly Victorian Gothic setting.





Robert Louis Stevenson's Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886) was a classic Gothic work of the 1880s.

The 1880s saw the revival of the Gothic as a powerful literary form allied (forbundet) to decadence, which fictionalized contemporary fears like ethical degeneration and questioned the social structures of the time. 

Modern Gothic fiction continues this tendency to look back to past eras, using such settings as Colonial America, Victorian England, or the Antebellum (før den amerikanske borgerkrigen) South. Like the medieval period to 18th and 19th century writers, these eras offer equal fodder for romanticization and moral criticism. Modern Gothic works set in the present day may take place in a 19th century mansion, much as early Gothic works commonly used Gothic castles as their setting.
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