English/MI
Modernism

A comprehensive but vague term for a movement (or tendency) which began to get under way in the closing years of the 19th c. and which has had a wide influence internationally during much of the 20th c. The term pertains to all the creative arts, especially poetry, fiction, drama, painting, music and architecture. There have been various theories as to when the movement (or its tendencies) was at its height (some suggest the 1920s for this) and as to whether the modernist movement is actually over. Some have suggested that modernism, as an innovative and revivifying movement, was played out by the late 1940s, and that it was then that post-modernism began. In fact, such movements, of their nature, do not just start and stop; the evolution is gradual. 

Nevertheless, it is valid to point out certain places and periods where and when modernist tendencies were at their most active and fruitful. For example in France from the 1890s until the 1940s; in Russia during the pre-revolutionary years and the 1920s; in Germany from the 1890s and on during the 1920s; in England from early in the 20th c. and during the 1920s and 1930s; in America from shortly before the First World War and on during the inter-war period. Thus, it was a European and transcontinental movement, and its principal centres of activity were the capital cities.

As far as literature is concerned modernism reveals a breaking away from established rules, traditions and conventions, fresh ways of looking at man’s position and function in the universe and many (in some cases remarkable) experiments in form and style. It is particularly concerned with language and how to use it (representationally or otherwise) and with writing itself. 

Aspects of modernism include stream of consciousness, symbol and symbolism.

Stream of consciousness

Now an almost indispensable term in literary criticism, it refers to that technique which seeks to depict the multitudinous thoughts and feelings which pass through the mind. Another phrase for it is ‘interior monologue’. 
Glossary 

Pertains: hører til

Innovative: nyskabende

Revivifying: genoplivende 

Representationally: virkelighedsgengivende 
Stream of consciousness: tankestrøm 

Indispensable: uundværlig

Multitudinous: mangfoldige; talrige

Source: The Penguin Dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory, (fourth ed.) J.A. Cuddon 
