Group work: The birth of the USA
Answer the following questions. Notice that some questions are the same for all groups while other questions are individual. 

Group 1: 
1. Read through the following quote from the Declaration of Independence and answer the question below: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness…”
a. Translate the words you don’t know into Danish.
b. Explain what the American settlers’ ideal of a perfect nation is, based on the quote.
c. In your opinion, has the American society always lived up to their own ideals? Explain your answer. 
2. Read the text “Constitution” (Link on Lectio) and answer the following questions:
a. According to the text, the Founding Fathers created a so-called “representative democracy” when they wrote the Constitution. Explain, in your own words, how that kind of democracy works (feel free to use the internet for extra help).
b. Make a description of the American Constitution based on the first paragraph of the text.
c. Look at this link https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/1953/169 and read chapter 1. How is power structured in Denmark? 
3. Read the text “The New Colossus” (link on Lectio) and answer the following questions:
a. How is the Statue of Liberty described – how are the people coming to the USA described?
b. The line “Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp” is typically seen as a criticism of Europe. Translate words you don’t know and explain how this sentence can be seen as critical towards Europe. 
c. According to the poem, what can America offer its people that Europe cannot?
4. Which challenges does the American democracy face right now? Mention the 3 points which you feel could harm American democracy the most. Explain your answer and insert one quote per point. Remember links to where you found your information. 

Group 2: 
1. Read through the following quote from the Declaration of Independence and answer the question below: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness…”
a. Translate the words you don’t know into Danish.
b. Explain what the American settlers’ ideal of a perfect nation is, based on the quote.
c. In your opinion, has the American society always lived up to their own ideals? Explain your answer. 
2. Read the text “Constitution” (Link on Lectio) and answer the following questions:
a. What did the states have to do before the Constitution could become law? Were all states equally eager to become part of the United States?
b. Explain what the “Bill of Rights” is – and mention some of the rights ensured by this amendment to the Constitution. Go online and see if you can find a list of all the current amendments to the Constitution. Copy-paste that list and remember to include a link to the website where you found the list.
c. Search the internet and find out how many states became part of the United States in the first place. How many states do the United States have today?
3. Read the text “The New Colossus” (link on Lectio) and answer the following questions:
a. How is the Statue of Liberty described – how are the people coming to the USA described?
b. The line “Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp” is typically seen as a criticism of Europe. Translate words you don’t know and explain how this sentence can be seen as critical towards Europe. 
c. According to the poem, what can America offer its people that Europe cannot?
4. Which challenges does the American democracy face right now? Mention the 3 points which you feel could harm American democracy the most. Explain your answer and insert one quote per point. Remember links to where you found your information. 


Group 3: 
1. Read through the following quote from the American Constitution and answer the questions below: “We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”
a. Translate the words you don’t know into Danish.
b. Explain what the American settlers saw as the responsibilities of a nation, based on this quote.
c. Do you think the American society lives up to this ideal today? Explain your answer. 
2. Read the text “Constitution” (Link on Lectio) and answer the following questions:
a. Read the last paragraph of the text and explain how the American political system was built up. Go online and see if you can find a model that illustrates the political system. Copy-paste that model into your answer and remember to include a link to the website where you took the model from. 
b. What did the Founding Fathers worry about in terms of political power?
c. To ensure that their fears did not become reality the Founding Fathers created a system called “checks and balances”. Explain that system based on the text (or search for more information online). 
3. Read the text “The New Colossus” (link on Lectio) and answer the following questions:
a. How is the Statue of Liberty described – how are the people coming to the USA described?
b. The line “Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp” is typically seen as a criticism of Europe. Translate words you don’t know and explain how this sentence can be seen as critical towards Europe. 
c. According to the poem, what can America offer its people that Europe cannot?
4. Which challenges does the American democracy face right now? Mention the 3 points which you feel could harm American democracy the most. Explain your answer and insert one quote per point. Remember links to where you found your information. 



Group 4: 
1. Read through the following quote from the American Constitution and answer the questions below: “We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”
a. Translate the words you don’t know into Danish.
b. Explain what the American settlers saw as the responsibilities of a nation, based on this quote.
c. Do you think the American society lives up to this ideal today? Explain your answer. 
2. Read the text “The Founding Fathers” (Link on Lectio) and answer the following questions:
a. Who became the first American president, and why?
b. What are the differences between Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton regarding the future of the USA?
3. Read the text “The New Colossus” (link on Lectio) and answer the following questions:
a. How is the Statue of Liberty described – how are the people coming to the USA described?
b. The line “Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp” is typically seen as a criticism of Europe. Translate words you don’t know and explain how this sentence can be seen as critical towards Europe. 
c. According to the poem, what can America offer its people that Europe cannot?
4. Which challenges does the American democracy face right now? Mention the 3 points which you feel could harm American democracy the most. Explain your answer and insert one quote per point. Remember links to where you found your information. 

Group 5
1. Read through the following quote from the preamble of American Bill of Rights and answer the questions below: “The Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, will best ensure the beneficent ends of its institution.
a. Translate the words you don’t know into Danish
b. Explain what the quote means. It contains many interposed sentences (indskudte sætninger). Try to rearrange the order of the text and see if that makes it easier to understand. Feel free to look up “Preamble to the Bill of Rights” and find help in understanding the text. 
2. Read the text “The Founding Fathers” (Link on Lectio) and answer the following questions:
a. Describe Jefferson’s presidency. How did he live up to his own ideals mentioned earlier in the text?
b. Explain what “The Louisiana Purchase” was. Search the internet for extra information and remember to include links to the websites that you use.
3. Read the text “The New Colossus” (link on Lectio) and answer the following questions:
a. How is the Statue of Liberty described – how are the people coming to the USA described?
b. The line “Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp” is typically seen as a criticism of Europe. Translate words you don’t know and explain how this sentence can be seen as critical towards Europe. 
c. According to the poem, what can America offer its people that Europe cannot?
4. Which challenges does the American democracy face right now? Mention the 3 points which you feel could harm American democracy the most. Explain your answer and insert one quote per point. Remember links to where you found your information. 




